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i 

CONFIDENTIAL 

This investigation was conducted by the Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation and Prevention 

Bureau (AIB Ghana) in accordance with ICAO Annex 13 Standards and Recommended Practices, 

the Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation and Prevention Bureau Act, 2020 (Act 1028) and the 

Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation and Prevention Regulations 2024 (L.I 2483). 

 

The sole objective of this investigation is to prevent the occurrence of future accidents. It is not the 

purpose of this investigation to apportion blame or liability. Furthermore, this report should not be 

used to assign blame, fault or to determine liability.  

 

No part of this report can be copied or reproduced for any purpose without permission from the 

Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation and Prevention Bureau (AIB Ghana) except for general 

safety references.  

 

 

 

Published:  14th May 2026. 

 

Copyright: AIB Ghana 
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GLOSSARY 

AIB Ghana - Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation and Prevention 

Bureau, Ghana 

ACCREP - Accredited Representative 

AFM - Airplane Flight Manual 

AFTN - Aeronautical Fixed Telecommunication Network 

AMHS - Aeronautical Message Handling System 

ATC - Air Traffic Control 

ADs - Airworthiness Directives 

AVGAS 100LL - Low Lead Aviation Gasoline 

CCTV - Closed-Circuit Television 

CHT - Cylinder Head Temperature 

COSPAS-SARSAT - Cosmicheskaya Sistema Poiska Avariynykh Sudov – Search and 

Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking 

DGAA - Accra International Airport 

DGAH - Ho Airport 

GCAA - Ghana Civil Aviation Authority 

GCADs - Ghana Civil Aviation Directives 

GHAPOHA - Ghana Ports and Harbours Authority 

GNFS - Ghana National Fire Service 

ICAO - International Civil Aviation Organization 

MOGAS - Motor Gasoline 

NADMO - National Disaster Management Organization 

NCA - National Communications Authority 

N/A - Not Applicable 

PED - Portable Electronic Device 

POH - Pilot’s Operating Handbook 

PIC - Pilot-in-Command 

PIT - Preliminary Investigation Team 

RON95 - Research Octane Number 95 

SAR - Search and Rescue 

SARPs - Standards and Recommended Practices 

SBs - Service Bulletins  
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STC - Supplementary Type Certificate 

TMA - Tema Metropolitan Assembly 

UTC - Universal Coordinated Time 

VFR - Visual Flight Rules 

VMC - Visual Meteorological Conditions 
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FINAL ACCIDENT REPORT REF: AIB/2026/03/16/ACCID 

 

Registered Owner and Operator:   Private  

 

Aircraft Type:    Fixed Wing Microlight 

 

Nationality:     Ghanaian 

 

Registration:     9G-ADV 

 

Location of Accident:   TMA Day Care School, Community 1, Tema 

 

Date & Time:     Monday, 16th March 2026 at 1457UTC 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

At 1457 UTC on the 16th of March 2026, a microlight aircraft (registration 9G-ADV) had an accident 

at the TMA Day Care School near the Oninku School Park, Community 1, Tema during an attempted 

emergency landing. Apart from the two (2) occupants in the aircraft who sustained fatal injuries, there 

were no other injuries. 

AIB Ghana received notification of the accident through the media and promptly sent a Preliminary 

Investigation Team (PIT) to the crash site to secure the wreckage and protect perishable evidence. 

Upon completion of the PIT’s work at the crash site, the Bureau promptly moved the wreckage to a 

secure location. 

The Commissioner, AIB Ghana, immediately instituted an investigation team made up of five (5) 

investigators and three (3) observers in accordance with the provisions of ICAO Annex 13 Standards 

and Recommended Practices (SARPs), with the objective of determining the causes and contributing 

factors of the accident for the purpose of preventing future occurrences and not to apportion blame 

or liability. 

Ghana Civil Aviation Authority appointed two (2) focal persons to work with the investigation team 

and the State of Manufacture of the aircraft (Italy) appointed an Accredited Representative and an 

Advisor to participate in the investigation. 

The investigation commenced on the 17th of March 2026 and has issued four (4) Safety 

Recommendations in this Final Report. 
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SYNOPSIS 

Aircraft 9G-ADV departed Accra International Airport at 0645 UTC on Monday, 16th March 2026, 

on a flight to Ho Airport, with a planned return flight to Accra later the same day. 

 

There were two persons on board the aircraft: the Pilot and his younger brother. The outbound flight 

was uneventful, and the aircraft arrived at Ho Airport at 0757 UTC. Following arrival, the Pilot and 

his younger brother proceeded to Ho township and subsequently returned to the Ho Airport at 1216 

UTC with twenty (20) litres of RON 95 fuel in preparation for the return flight to Accra. 

 

9G-ADV was refuelled with the twenty (20) litres of fuel, after which the Pilot conducted a 13-minute 

local flight accompanied by a friend who had met them at Ho Airport. Upon landing, white smoke 

was observed emanating from the aircraft engine while taxiing to the parking position. No corrective 

action was taken in response to the observed white smoke.  

 

Approximately fifteen (15) minutes after parking, the aircraft taxied for departure on the return flight 

to Accra with the Pilot and his younger brother on board. Shortly after take-off, the Pilot contacted 

Air Traffic Control (ATC) and requested clearance to return to Ho Airport due to technical 

difficulties. Following the landing, the Pilot reported experiencing engine overheating and conducted 

a visual inspection of the aircraft engine, with particular attention to the engine coolant system. The 

Pilot indicated that the coolant expansion chamber level was satisfactory, and no additional defects 

were identified during the inspection. No maintenance action was requested or performed. 

 

Approximately thirty (30) minutes after landing, the Pilot requested departure clearance and 

subsequently departed Ho Airport again at 1337 UTC for the return flight to Accra. 

 

Accra Radar tracked the aircraft from approximately 60 nautical miles to 10 nautical miles from 

Accra, where the accident later occurred. During this period, the aircraft was observed operating at 

varying altitudes between 3,400 feet and 100 feet. 

 

While flying over Tema, aircraft 9G-ADV was observed attempting an emergency landing. During a 

subsequent landing attempt, the aircraft’s engine most likely failed. The aircraft was then seen in a 

left bank attitude shortly before loss of control and impact with the ground within the premises of 
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TMA Day Care School in Community 1, Tema, at 1457 UTC. Throughout the flight, 9G-ADV did 

not make any distress or an emergency call. 

 

The impact was immediately followed by a post-crash fire, which engulfed the aircraft. The fire was 

contained promptly, limiting further damage to the surrounding area; however, the aircraft was 

destroyed. Following the extinguishing of the fire, both occupants were recovered from the wreckage 

with fatal injuries. No additional casualties were reported. 
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1.0 FACTUAL INFORMATION 

1.01 Aircraft History 

The aircraft was sold by Iniziative Industriali Italiane (the company whose industrial property 

Magnaghi Aeronautica acquired in 2011) in Italy, with serial number 103, on 5th May, 1996. 

It was registered in Ghana in the same year and was initially operated by the Sankofa Aeroclub 

based at Afienya in the Greater Accra Region. 

In 2001, custody of the aircraft was transferred to the Ghana Armed Forces. Following 

requests by the registered owner, the aircraft was returned to its private owner in 2022. Since 

its return, the aircraft with registration 9G-ADV, has undergone multiple maintenance 

activities, flight tests, and regulatory authorizations, all conducted with the approval of the 

Ghana Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA). 

On 21st December 2022, the aircraft engine was replaced, after which a Permit-to-Fly was 

issued. The most recent major maintenance inspection was completed on 31st December 2025. 

Subsequently, the GCAA conducted an inspection on 14th January 2026 as part of the process 

to issue a Permit-to-Fly. A Flight Test Permit number ADV230 was issued in January 2026 

to allow the aircraft to undergo operational verification flights. This permit expired on 26th 

January 2026.  

A subsequent Flight Test Permit number ADV235 was issued on 9th March 2026, with an 

expiration date of 21st March 2026. Additionally, a Ferry Flight Permit number ADV236 was 

issued on 9th March 2026, also expiring on 21st March 2026, to authorize the relocation of the 

aircraft from Accra to Ho. These flight permits were issued in response to a request from the 

Operator of the aircraft to relocate the aircraft to Ho to mitigate the high costs of parking and 

handling the aircraft in Accra (Appendix 12).  

1.1 History of Flight 

Aircraft 9G-ADV departed Accra International Airport (DGAA) for Ho Airport (DGAH) at 

0645 UTC. The aircraft arrived at DGAH at 0757 UTC without incident. The Pilot and his 

younger brother proceeded to Ho township and later returned to the aerodrome with twenty 

(20) litres of fuel (RON 95) in preparation for the return flight to DGAA. 
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The aircraft was refueled with the twenty (20) litres and the Pilot conducted a local flight with 

a friend who met them at Ho Airport. The friend occupied the pilot seat whilst the Pilot 

occupied the rear seat behind him. After landing, white smoke was seen emanating from the 

aircraft engine as it taxied to its parking position.  

White smoke from the engine could be the result of:  

• Engine oil seeping into cylinders 

• Coolant leak into the combustion chamber 

• Gearbox or oil pump leaks 

No known maintenance action was taken to address the white smoke. 

Fifteen (15) minutes after parking, the aircraft taxied for take-off to DGAA with the Pilot still 

in the rear seat and his younger brother in the pilot seat in front. Shortly after take-off, the 

Pilot contacted Air Traffic Control (ATC) and requested clearance to land back at DGAH for 

technical reasons. After landing, while taxiing to the ramp, the engine stopped and the aircraft 

was pushed to the parking area.  

The Pilot reported after landing that he had experienced engine overheating in-flight and 

proceeded to conduct a visual inspection of the aircraft engine, with particular attention to the 

engine coolant. The Pilot indicated that the coolant expansion chamber level was satisfactory 

and no further defect was identified during this inspection. The Pilot indicated his intention to 

the friend to proceed with the flight after the limited inspection performed on the engine which 

subsequently led to the Pilot splashing water with the intention of cooling the engine. Thirty 

(30) minutes after landing, the Pilot requested for takeoff. The aircraft took off from DGAH 

for the return flight to DGAA at 1337 UTC. 

Accra Radar captured the aircraft from 60 to 10 nautical miles from Accra (where the accident 

occurred) flying at different altitudes between 3400ft and 100ft. Whilst flying over Tema 

township, witnesses observed the aircraft flying at a low altitude. The Pilot was seen in an 

attempt to signal to school children playing on their school field to vacate the field to enable 

the aircraft to make an emergency landing. Unfortunately, the school children misunderstood 

the intentions of the aircraft and happily waved back at the aircraft and continued playing on 

the field. The attempted landing was therefore aborted. During a subsequent forced landing (a 

specific type of emergency landing where flight is no longer possible) attempt, the aircraft 
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was observed in a left bank attitude shortly before it lost control and impacted the ground 

within the premises of TMA Day Care School in Community 1, Tema near the Oninku School 

Park.  

The final flight path of the aircraft passed by several trees before clipping part of the roof of 

the Day Care Centre and finally impacting a single tree at a dumpsite located between two of 

the Day Care buildings which had a plastic water tank on site. The site was a confined space 

with a walled perimeter fence. The impact was immediately followed by a post-crash fire, 

which engulfed the aircraft. Emergency response personnel arrived at the scene and 

successfully extinguished the fire. The fire was contained in a timely manner, which limited 

further damage to the surrounding area, although the aircraft was destroyed. The occupants 

were recovered from the wreckage with fatal injuries.  

There is no record of the aircraft advising ATC of an intention to make an emergency landing 

or of declaring a distress or an emergency. 

 

1.2  Injuries 

Injuries Crew Passengers Total in the aircraft Others 

Fatal 1 1 2 NIL  

Serious NIL NIL NIL NIL 

Minor NIL NIL NIL NIL 

None NIL NIL NIL NIL 

TOTAL 1 1 2 NIL  

 

1.3 Damage to Aircraft 

The aircraft was destroyed as a result of the impact and subsequent post-crash fire. The aircraft 

sustained severe structural damage upon ground impact, followed by an intense fire that 

consumed significant portions of the airframe, the engine and the propellers. The extent of 

deformation, fragmentation, and fire damage to the fuselage, and associated systems was such 

that the aircraft was rendered beyond economical repair. 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the International Civil Aviation Organization 

(ICAO) Annex 13, the level of damage meets the criteria for classification as “destroyed,” as 
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the main structural elements and systems were extensively compromised and the aircraft could 

not be restored to an airworthy condition. 

1.4 Other Damages 

The aircraft impacted within the premises of TMA Day Care School, Community 1, Tema, 

resulting in damage to portions of the school grounds and surrounding property. 

The post-impact fire caused localized burning of surface materials within the immediate crash 

site. There was also damage to part of the roofing of the school building. 

Emergency response actions successfully contained the fire, thereby preventing further spread 

and limiting damage. 

1.5 Personnel Information of the Pilot 

Certificate: Commercial Pilot License  

(Expiration Date: 31st January 2029) 

Airplane Rating(s): Single-Engine Land 

Other Aircraft Rating(s): Aeroplane: Single-Engine Land; 

Instrument - Aeroplane 

Instrument Rating(s): Single-Engine Instrument 

Instructor Rating(s): Yes (Expiration Date: 31st March 2028) 

Medical Certification: Class 1 

Occupational Pilot: N/A 

Total Flight Hours/ PIC: 1375.03hrs/ 1241.53hrs  

(as at 31st December 2025) 

Age: 35 

Seat Occupied: Rear 

Last GCAA Medical Exam: 

Last Flight Review or Equivalent 

3rd February 2026 

20th October 2025 

 

 

1.5.1  Previous Flight History 

The Pilot conducted fourteen (14) flights between the 14th of January, 2026 and the 15th of 

March 2026 (Appendix 6). 
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1.6 Aircraft Information 

1.6.1 Aircraft 

Type: Sky Arrow 650T 

Serial No.: 103 

Manufacturer: Iniziative Industriali Italiane  

Now: Magnaghi Aeronautica, Italy 

Year of Manufacture: 1996 

Registration Markings: 9G-ADV 

Total flight hours:  Not Available 

Special Flight Permit  

(Test Flight # ADV235):  

Valid from 9th March 2026 – 21st March 

2026 

Special Flight Permit  

(Ferry Flight # ADV236): 

Valid from 9th March 2026 – 21st March 

2026 

 

1.6.2 Engine 

Type: Rotax 912 ULS 2- 01 

Manufacturer: Rotax 

Engine Serial Number: 9143846 

Installation date: 21st December 2022 

Engine Hours/ Cycles Since 

Installation: 

Not Available 

Fuel: MOGAS (RON 95) or AVGAS 100LL 

Propeller:  3 blades Duc Helices FLASH 2 

 

 

1.7 Meteorological Information 

 Daylight Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) with light winds. 

 

1.8 Aids to Navigation 

 VFR Flight 
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1.9 Communication 

Radio communication with ATC was initially intermittent to 9G-ADV. Though ATC could 

clearly hear the aircraft, the aircraft indicated on several occasions that he could not hear ATC 

transmissions. 

1.10 Aerodrome Information 

 Not Applicable 

 

1.11 Flight Recorders 

 Not Applicable 

 

1.12 Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew injuries: 1 - Fatal 

Passenger Injuries: 1 - Fatal 

Ground Injuries: 0 

Total Injuries: 2 - Fatal 

Aircraft Damage: Destroyed 

Aircraft Fire:  Yes 

Aircraft Explosion: Yes 

Location: TMA Day Care School, Community 1, Tema 

 

1.13 Medical and Pathological Information  

 N/A 

 

1.14 Fire 

Reports from eyewitnesses show that the accident aircraft upon impact burst into flames. The 

fire caused severe damage to the aircraft. The Ghana National Fire Service response time to 

the accident site was within three (3) minutes of the accident. The fire engulfed the nearby 

materials. Local Responders upon arrival at the site, attempted to douse the fire using water.  
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1.15 Survival Aspects 

The fire delayed the evacuation of the occupants of the aircraft till it was under control. Both 

occupants did not survive the accident. The pupils of the TMA Day Care School were quickly 

evacuated from the school building following the fire outbreak as a result of the crash.  

1.16 Test and Research  

 1.16.1  Aircraft Fuel Sample Test 

 Fuel Sample Test completed. The fuel quality was satisfactory. Results in Appendix 7. 

 

1.17 Organizational and Management Information 

 Not Applicable 

 

1.18 Additional Information 

1.18.1  Aircraft Configuration 

The aircraft was equipped with dual control sticks, dual rudder pedals and dual throttle control 

as indicated in Fig 1. The flight and engine instruments were located on the forward 

instrument panel in the cockpit. Though the rear seat was elevated, its occupant was denied 

the full access to switches and instrumentation required for the operation of the aircraft 

especially in emergencies.  
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FIG 1: AIRCRAFT DUAL CONTROLS SCHEMATIC 
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1.18.2 Engine cooling system description and diagram 

The front air intake on the engine cowling guarantees the necessary air to cool the oil and 

coolant radiators and to cool the cylinders and the feed through-filters of the two carburetors. 

On the lower side of the engine nacelle, there are two dynamic air ports to cool the exhaust 

compartment. Hot air escapes through two vents on the lower back side of the nacelle and it 

is made easier by the suction created by the turning propeller. Cooling of the cylinder heads 

is accomplished by the circulation of the coolant caused by an engine operated pump. The 

coolant quantity can be checked by means of level notches on the reservoir. The cooling 

radiator is mounted in the lower side of the front air intake inside the engine cowling. A 

schematic of the system is showed in Fig 2. 

 

 

1.18.3 In-flight Emergencies (Engine Failure) 

Section 6 (6.4) of the Pilot Operating Handbook and Airplane Flight Manual (POH/AFM) of 

the Sky Arrow 600 Sport provides information regarding aircraft emergencies, warnings or 

alerts associated with particular emergencies and procedures to follow once the emergency 

has been identified.  

 

Paragraph 6.4 in Section 6 of the POH/AFM lists the following symptoms for an in-flight 

emergency with respect to the engine during lighting up of one of the warning lights in flight. 

 

 

FIG 2: ENGINE COOLING SYSTEM SCHEMATIC 
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A. Lighting up of one of the warning lights  

Oil pressure and/or temperature  

1. Analog indicator CHECK 

2. If pressure/temperature is normal 

(green range) 
warning light is malfunctioning 

3. If pressure / temp. is out of green range REDUCE POWER to minimum required 

4. Land ASAP 

5. Be prepared for engine failure and 

emergency landing 
 

 

Cylinder heads temperature 
 

1. Analog indicator CHECK 

2. If temperature is normal (green range) Warning light is malfunctioning 

3. If temp. is out of green range (yellow or 

red range) 

CHECK that the engine baffle is open 

(MAX cooling), REDUCE POWER to 

minimum required and dive, if possible, to 

increase speed 

4. If temp. does not return to green range 
Land ASAP and be prepared for engine 

failure and emergency landing 

 

Generator 
 

1. BREAKER SWITCH OFF and ON 

2. If the problem persists SWITCH OFF the generator switch 

3. All unnecessary electrical equipment TURN OFF to save electrical energy 

4. Land ASAP 

Keep in mind that the battery insures 

power to all necessary electrical 

equipment (ignition, flaps, fuel pump, trim 

and engine instruments) for about 30’. 

 

 

1.18.4 Engine overheating indications (warnings) description and diagram 

The standard model is equipped with red warning lights that signal when the oil pressure, oil 

temperature and cylinder heads temperature (CHT) have reached dangerous levels or when 

the generator is not supplying enough energy. Location of the warning lights on the instrument 
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panel is illustrated in Fig 3. The alarms operate at the following limits: oil temperature oil 

pressure cylinder heads temperature (CHT) generator output > 266 °F + 9 °F (>130 °C + < 22 

psi (1.5 bar) > 266 °F + 9 °F (> 130 °C + 5 °C) 5 °C) < 12V  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIG 3: INSTRUMENT PANEL LAYOUT - CONFIGURATION 
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1.18.5 ATC Search and Rescue Alert Messages 

An extract from the Ghana Civil Aviation Authority accident report on 9G-ADV dated March 

2026, page 6 (Appendix 8) states that “The Aerodrome controller upon receiving the 

information on the crash, informed the Search and Rescue (SAR) manager who in turn 

activated the SAR processes by informing the NADMO, GHAPOHA Fire, Ghana Police and 

GHFS Tema.” 

 

1.18.6 AIB Ghana Act 2020 (Act 1028) Section 22 – Notification of Aircraft Accidents…  

Act 1028 Section 22 subsection 1 states in part “the following persons shall immediately 

notify the Bureau of an aircraft accident or incident by the most rapid means of 

communication available: 

c) the air traffic controller 

FIG 4: NORMAL CONDITIONS 

OBSERVED IN-FLIGHT WITH FRIEND 

AT DGAH ON 16TH MARCH 2026 

FIG 5: ABNORMAL CONDITIONS 

OBSERVED IN-FLIGHT AT 1432 UTC 

ON DGAH - DGAA FLIGHT ON 16TH 

MARCH 2026 
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1.19 Useful or Effective Investigation Techniques 

• CCTV footage 

• Information obtained from accredited media house interviews with eye witnesses 

• Use of drones for data collection at the Accident Site to preserve perishable data 

• Witness interviews 

• Social media 

• Factual information from the Internet 
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2.0 ANALYSIS 

2.1 Human Factors 

The aircraft had a test flight permit which authorized the aircraft to operate from DGAA to 

DGAA and a ferry flight permit which authorized the aircraft to fly only from DGAA to 

DGAH (Appendices 13 and 14). His decision to fly from DGAA to DGAH and back as 

reflected in his start-up clearance request from DGAA was not in conformity with the flight 

permit he had received from GCAA (Appendix 9). There was no flight permit authorizing the 

aircraft to fly from DGAH back to DGAA. The three (3) flights by 9G-ADV from DGAH on 

Monday 16th March 2026 were all unauthorized flights as they did not have the requisite flight 

permits. 

 

The aircraft performed a short flight (13 minutes) at DGAH with a friend in the Pilot’s seat. 

Upon landing, a witness account of white smoke emanating from the aircraft engine was not 

addressed. The subsequent flight which resulted in the aircraft’s return to DGAH due to engine 

overheating was also not properly attended to. Following the limited inspection performed on 

the engine, the Pilot splashed water onto the engine and then proceeded with the flight with 

his brother in the pilot’s seat. 

 

The investigation determined that since the test flight permit number ADV 235 (Valid from 

9th March – 21st March 2026) and ferry flight permit number ADV 236 (Valid from 9th March 

– 21st March 2026) issued by GCAA authorized 9G-ADV to only perform a test flight from 

DGAA to DGAA and a ferry flight to DGAH, the short flight at DGAH and the flight from 

DGAH destined to DGAA were not authorized flights. 

 

The decision to have non-pilots seated at the pilot station and the qualified Pilot seated in the 

rear seat which denied the Pilot full access to switches and instrumentation required for the 

operation of the aircraft especially in emergencies was noted with concern by the 

investigation. 

 

The disregard of the possible consequences of the white smoke emanating from the engine 

after the first short flight at DGAH, the cursory inspection of the engine coolant following the 

engine overheat in flight, the non-reference to professional maintenance action or opinion and 

the decision not to wait for the engine to cool down prior to the subsequent flight were 
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indicative to the investigation of a likely lack of understanding of the severity of the engine 

fault or a reflection of the non-compliance of the Pilot to standard operating procedures. 

 

The investigation noted that during pre-flight operations, transit checks, pre-departure checks 

and during the flight from DGAH to DGAA, the Pilot engaged in the non-operational use of 

his personal cellphone at different periods. The Pilot’s personal texting activities were a 

possible source of distraction and interruptions. These distractions coupled with his lack of 

full access to the instruments and switches due to his seating position would have been a 

challenge to his ability to perform efficiently. 

 

Through the exchange of communication during the flight, a picture of the cockpit instrument 

panel which was sent to a friend was obtained by the investigation which shows the aircraft 

engine overheating twenty-five (25) minutes prior to the accident. It is most likely that the 

engine had been overheating for a period of time. 

 

Interruptions play a role in lapses of attention that occur especially when safety critical 

activities need to be performed during aircraft abnormal or emergency situations. It is 

therefore possible that the Pilot’s non-operational use of his PED and seating position 

contributed to the lack of awareness of the developing seriousness of the engine problem.  

 

There is no record of the aircraft advising ATC that it was in distress, that it intended to make 

an emergency landing or of the aircraft declaring an emergency at any time of the flight. The 

aircraft’s final flight profile captured by Accra Radar (Appendix 10) shows the aircraft passing 

through 800 feet at a rate of descent of 500ft/min twenty-five (25) minutes prior to the 

accident. The Pilot was engaged in communication with a friend and did not indicate at that 

time that the aircraft was in distress. His subsequent climb to 200 feet from 100 feet which he 

maintained for approximately eight (8) minutes before climbing to 500 feet may have 

influenced the Pilot not to declare an emergency.  

 

There were open parks close to where the aircraft crashed. The most likely reason why the 

Pilot ended up in the confined crash site was because he did not have an operating engine to 

enable him maneuver the aircraft to a more suitable landing site. 
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Professional Pilot training instructs pilots to declare an emergency or at the least to declare a 

distress message to ATC in the event of a possible engine failure and/or when there is a need 

to execute a forced or emergency landing. This alerts the emergency services to be ready for 

any eventuality to save the lives of occupants in the aircraft, any casualties on ground and 

promptly bring any resultant fire, etc. under control. The decision by the Pilot not to make a 

distress call or declare an emergency as soon as he realized he was in a distress/emergency 

stage of flight denied the aircraft and the general public the benefit of the prompt attention of 

the full complement of emergency services. 

 

The investigation has also determined that the final rapid descent from 500 feet till the 

accident was most likely due to an engine failure caused by engine overheating and did not 

give the Pilot the opportunity at that stage of flight to declare an emergency. 

  

2.2  Machine 

The Pilot after landing from the first thirteen (13) minutes flight at DGAH with the friend was 

informed of white smoke emanating from the engine by an observer and confirmed by CCTV 

footage. Following the second takeoff from DGAH with DGAA as the destination, the Pilot 

returned with a reported engine overheating and whilst taxiing to the ramp, the engine stopped 

and the aircraft was pushed to the parking area. 

 

The Pilot’s awareness of the white smoke emanating from the engine after the previous flight 

coupled with his knowledge of the history of the engine overheating should have given him 

ample warning of the possibility of an engine failure and provided him the opportunity to 

delay or cancel the flight in order to consult a qualified technical personnel or maintenance 

facility. The actions of the Pilot in inspecting the coolant level and splashing water on the 

engine were not the recommended troubleshooting procedures. 

 

As indicated in Appendix 11, the engine installed on the 9G-ADV had a history of overheating 

problems. In the light of the above, the investigation considers the overlooking of the engine 

overheating by the Pilot to be a matter of major concern. 
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Based on the engine related malfunctions at DGAH, the engine overheating history, the 

picture of the aircraft engine instruments indicating overheating of the Cylinder Head in flight 

twenty-five (25) minutes prior to the accident and the sudden loss of height prior to the crash, 

the investigation has determined that the engine most likely failed during the subject flight. 

 

2.3 Environment 

The area available for the aircraft to have made an emergency landing due to its engine 

malfunction was the relatively populated flat terrain area in the Tema Community 1 

metropolis. The Pilot rightly identified the Oninku School Park as the most suitable location 

to attempt the emergency landing and proceeded towards the park.   

 

The Oninku School Park, where the aircraft initially attempted to land had school children 

playing which appeared to have prevented the aircraft from proceeding to land there. The Pilot 

was seen in an attempt to signal to school children playing on their school field to vacate the 

field to enable the aircraft to make an emergency landing. Unfortunately, the school children 

misunderstood the intentions of the aircraft and happily waved back at the aircraft and 

continued playing on the field. The attempted landing was therefore aborted. 

 

During a subsequent attempt at landing, the aircraft was observed in a left bank attitude shortly 

before it lost control and impacted the ground within the premises of TMA Day Care School 

in Community 1, Tema near the Oninku School Park. The final flight path indicates that the 

aircraft passed by several trees before clipping part of the roof of the Day Care Centre and 

finally impacting a single tree at a dumpsite located between two of the Day Care buildings 

which had a plastic water tank on site. The site was a confined space with a walled perimeter 

fence.  

 

2.4 Organizational and Systemic Factors 

It is likely that ad-hoc maintenance and repair providers were used on the 9G-ADV aircraft. 

Observation of the operational, maintenance and repair conditions prescribed by the 

manufacturer is a crucial factor concerning the reliability of the aircraft and its engine.  
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The investigation noticed that the test flight permit and the ferry flight permit issued by GCAA 

indicated a validity period and conditions to be satisfied in order to conduct such a flight. By 

flying with his brother or friend in the aircraft, it was a violation of condition number four (4) 

on both permits (Appendices 13 and 14). 

 

The investigation has determined that whilst the Regulator issues the flight permits, it would 

be appropriate that any operational restrictions/ limitations deemed necessary for safe traffic 

management are communicated to ATC, including the nature of their flight and their special 

authorized conditions. The investigation has established that it is not a requirement for the 

Regulator to notify ATC of the flight permits.   

 

The investigation has also not found any record of monitoring of the operations of the 9G-

ADV to ensure compliance to the conditions of the respective permits. The Regulator would 

have benefited from the assistance of the airport management both at Ho and Accra if they 

had been notified of the flight permits with their conditions. 

 

The Aerodrome Controller upon receiving the information on the crash, informed the Search 

and Rescue Manager who in turn activated the SAR process by informing NADMO, 

GHAPOHA Fire, Ghana Police Service and the GNFS. AIB Ghana was however not notified. 

 

Contrary to the 2020 AIB Ghana ACT 1028 Section 22 (1c), the Air Traffic Controller and 

the ATC Search and Rescue Manager did not notify AIB Ghana.  This non-compliance 

delayed AIB Ghana’s arrival at the accident site and contributed to the loss of perishable 

evidence from the crash site. 
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3.0 CONCLUSION 

3.1 Findings 

a. The Pilot was licensed and qualified for the flight in accordance with existing regulations. 

b. On all the three (3) flights conducted from Ho Airport on the 16th March 2026, the Pilot 

occupied the rear seat whilst the friend and the brother occupied the front pilot’s seat. This 

was not in compliance with the conditions of the Flight Permits and restricted the access 

of the Pilot in the rear seat to some critical instruments, warning lights and switches. 

c. All the three (3) flights conducted from Ho Airport on the 16th March 2026 were 

unauthorized as they did not have a valid permit to operate them.  

d. ATC was not aware of the details of the Flight Permits issued to 9G-ADV. 

e. Accra Airport and Ho Airport management were not aware of the details of the Flight 

Permits issued to 9G-ADV.  

f. 9G-ADV did not have any nominated Maintenance facility or personnel responsible for 

providing maintenance service for the Aircraft. 

g. Following the white smoke and the engine overheat, the required maintenance actions 

were not performed. 

h. There are no records available of any maintenance action on the aircraft between 14th 

January 2026 and the last flight of 16th March 2026 during which fifteen (15) flights were 

executed.  

i. The aircraft most likely had an engine failure due to the engine overheating.  

j. The 9G-ADV did not make a distress call or declare an emergency prior to the accident. 

k. Contrary to AIB Ghana’s 2020 Act 1028 Section 22 (1c), ATC did not notify AIB Ghana 

of the accident. 

 

3.2 Causes 

a. The aircraft most likely had an Engine failure due to overheating. 

b. The altitude at which the aircraft engine failed was too low to enable the Pilot to find a 

suitable safe landing area. 
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3.3 Contributory Factors 

a. The failure to address the engine malfunctions identified at Ho which required 

maintenance assistance to diagnose the root causes.  The result of the undiagnosed 

malfunctions most likely worsened the malfunctions en-route. 

b. The Pilot seated in the rear seat with limited access to the aircraft and engine instruments 

and switches needed during the critical stages of the flight. 

c. Distractions to the Pilot due to persistent communication on his cellphone. 
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4.0 SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The following Safety Recommendations (AIB/SR/2026/05-1 - 4) are made 

 

1. GCAA should review its oversight of General Aviation aircraft operations and ensure 

approved maintenance providers’ details are documented by the Authority as part of its 

records register to enhance safety in General Aviation operations. 

 

2. GCAA should consider the establishment of a procedure to advise ATC and GACL on 

Flight Permits issued to Ghanaian registered General Aviation aircraft (including privately 

owned) to provide information on the conditions of Flight permits issued to enable ATC 

and Airport Managers to monitor and assist in ensuring compliance with the conditions of 

the Flight permits to promote Aviation safety. 

 

3. ATC should ensure that all its staff are aware of the requirement in the Aircraft Accident 

and Incident Investigation and Prevention Bureau Act 2020 (Act 1028) Section 22 (1c) 

which states in part for “Air Traffic Controllers to immediately notify the Bureau of an 

Aircraft accident by the most rapid means of communication available” to enable AIB 

Ghana respond promptly to aircraft accidents for the preservation of perishable evidence 

and the prevention of recurrence. 

 

4. Aircraft operators, including General Aviation operators, must continuously adhere to or 

comply with all conditions of any permit or authorizations granted them by the Regulator 

to promote aviation safety. 
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APPENDIX 1: COMMENCEMENT LETTER 
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APPENDIX 2: REQUEST FOR RELEVANT DOCUMENTS 
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APPENDIX 3: APPOINTMENT OF ACCREP AND ADVISOR BY STATE OF 

MANUFACTURE 
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APPENDIX 4: NOTIFICATION OF ACCIDENT 
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APPENDIX 5: APPOINTMENT OF FOCAL PERSONS BY GCAA 
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APPENDIX 6: 9G-ADV FLIGHTS FROM 14TH JANUARY 2026 TO 15TH MARCH 2026 
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APPENDIX 7: FUEL TEST REPORT 
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APPENDIX 8: EXTRACT FROM GCAA ACCIDENT REPORT ON 9G-ADV 
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APPENDIX 9: EXTRACTS FROM ACCRA ATC TRANSCRIPTS FOR DGAA TO DGAH 

FLIGHT ON 16TH MARCH 2026 
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APPENDIX 10: RADAR PLAYBACK FROM ATC AND FLIGHT PROFILE 

S/N TIME ALTITUDE 
RATE OF CHANGE IN 

HEIGHT 

1.  14:01:36 3400ft  

2.  14:11:32 3,300ft -100ft / 9 mins 56 secs 

3.  14:14:16 2,200ft -1100ft / 2 mins 44 secs 

4.  14:25:35 1,700ft -500ft / 11 mins 19 secs 

5.  14:25:37 1,500ft -200ft / 2 secs 

6.  14:30:21 1,100ft -400ft / 4 mins  

7.  14:36:25 100ft -1000ft / 6 mins 4 secs 

8.  14:38:15 200ft +100ft / 1 min 50 secs 

9.  14:46:42 200ft 0ft / 8 mins 27 secs 

10.  14:49:22 500ft +300ft / 2 min 40 secs 

11.  14:52:45 400ft -100ft / 3 mins 23 secs 

12.  14:53:53 500ft +100ft / 1 min 8 secs 

13.  14:54:37 400ft -100ft / 44 secs 

14.  14:55:39 300ft -100ft / 1 min 2 secs 

15.  14:56:33 200ft -100ft / 54 secs 

16.  14:56:51 100ft -100ft / 18 secs 

17.  14:57:01 Target Lost undefined / 10 secs 
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APPENDIX 11: EXTRACT FROM TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH EXPERT 

MAINTENANCE WITNESS STATEMENT 
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APPENDIX 12: REQUEST FOR TEST FLIGHT PERMIT AND FERRY FLIGHT PERMIT 
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APPENDIX 13: TEST FLIGHT PERMIT 
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APPENDIX 14: FERRY FLIGHT PERMIT 
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APPENDIX 15: FLIGHT CONTROLS  
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APPENDIX 16: PICTURES OF ACCIDENT SITE 
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APPENDIX 17: PICTURES OF WRECKAGE 
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Unless otherwise indicated, recommendations in this report are addressed to the appropriate 

regulatory authorities having responsibility for the matters with which the recommendation is 

concerned. It is for those authorities to decide what action is taken. In Ghana the responsible authority 

is the Ghana Civil Aviation Authority or the Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation and 

Prevention Bureau, GL-025-7631, info@aibghana.gov.gh  
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